Can the elderly afford eye care? Can we afford eye care for the elderly?
Perhaps no group of Americans has a greater stake in the issues raised by the rapid growth in health care spending than the elderly. The elderly consume a share of the nation's health care that is disproportionate to their numbers. In 1984, per capita health care spending for the elderly was four times that for the rest of the population. Ophthalmic expenses form a significant portion of their health care spending. Increasing numbers of elderly and per capita spending have placed enormous pressure on Medicare. In recent years, changing patterns of ophthalmic care have influenced the size and direction of Medicare expenditures; for example, new technologies in cataract surgery have shifted services from inpatient to outpatient settings. Such shifting of costs and other program changes must be analyzed to determine the impact on future Medicare expenditures and beneficiaries.